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Art Unit 1754 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required 
under 3 5 U.S.C. § 121: 

I. Claims 2-6, drawn to a hydrogen refinement apparatus, 
classified in Class 422, subclass 190. 

II. Claims 7-9, drawn to a method for carrying out the 
water-gas shift reaction, classified in Class 423, subclass 656. 

Claim 1 link(s) inventions I and II. The restriction 
requirement between the linked inventions is subject to the 
nonallowance of the linking claim(s), claim 1. Upon the 
allowance of the linking claim(s) , the restriction requirement as 
to the linked inventions shall be withdrawn and any claim (s) 
depending from or otherwise including all the limitations of the 
allowable linking claim (s) will be entitled to examination in the 
instant application. Applicant (s) are advised that if any such 
claim (s) depending from or including all the limitations of the 
allowable linking claim (s) is/are presented in a continuation or 
divisional application, the claims of the continuation or 
divisional application may be subject to provisional statutory 
and/or nonstatutory double patenting rejections over the claims 
of the instant application. Where a restriction requirement is 
withdrawn, the provisions of 35 U.S.C. § 121 are no longer 
applicable. See In re Ziegler, 44 F.2d 1211, 1215, 170 USPQ 129, 
131-32 (CCPA 1971). See also MPEP § 804.01. 
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The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of 

the following reasons: 

inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus for 
its practice. The inventions are distinct if it can be shown 
that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by 
another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the 
apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and 
materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)) . In this case 
the process as claimed can be practiced by another and materially 
different apparatus, such as one in which the BET specific 
surface area of the metal oxide carrier is greater than 250 rf/g, 
or one which does not include the specific metal oxides as 
recited in claim 3, or one which does not contain cerium or 
zirconium, or one which does not include palladium, rhodium or 
ruthenium. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by 
their different classifications, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of 
their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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Art Unit 1754 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and the search required for Group I is not required for 
Group II, and vice versa, restriction for examination purposes as 
indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to 
be complete must include an election of the invention to be 
examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims 
to a non-elected invention, the inventorship must be amended in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently 
named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must 
be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee 
required under 37 CFR 1.17(i). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed 
to Wayne A. Langel at telephone number (703) 308-0248. 
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